CITY  OF 


LANCASTER. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DEC., 

1949. 


A.  R.  GRAHAM,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Barrister-at-Law . 


CITY  OF 


LANCASTER. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DEC., 

1949. 


A.  R.  GRAHAM,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Barrister-at'-Law. 


Beeley  Bros.,  Lancaster. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29718545 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN 
AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  City 
for  the  year  1949. 

The  number  of  births  was  827,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  i6'2, 
compared  with  17  the  year  before,  whilst  the  infant  mortality  rate 
was  39,  compared  with  the  record  low  rate  of  28  for  the  year  1948. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  n'7,  compared  with  n  for  the 
previous  year. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  the  year  was  notable  for  an 
epidemic  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis).  It 
amounted  to  just  over  one-half  of  the  worst  ever  attack  in  1947,  but 
in  Lancaster  it  surpassed  the  figure  for  that  year  and  accounted  for 
19  cases  as  against  4. 

There  were  2  fatal  cases,  2  with  fairly  severe  paralysis,  6  with 
slight  paralysis  and  9  non-paralytic. 

No  direct  connection  was  traced  between  any  of  the  cases,  the 
disease  appearing  to  be  highly  infectious,  but  relatively  few  people 
actually  suffering  effects  from  it. 

Measles  was  more  prevalent  than  last  year,  but  was  again  of  a 
mild  type. 

With  regard  to  diphtheria,  the  year  is  memorable  for  Lan¬ 
caster  as  being  the  first  year  without  a  single  case. 

This  compares  with  1  for  1948,  but  a  yearly  average  of  59  for 
the  ten  year  period  1937  to  1946. 

Of  the  26  dysentery  cases,  21  occurred  at  a  large  mental 
hospital,  where  they  arise  periodically  in  spite  of  the  measures  taken 
to  prevent  it,  4  cases  occurred  at  the  other  large  mental  hospital  and 
1  case  arose  in  the  town  There  were  no  fatalities. 
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The  housing  problem  is  still  acute,  and  it  is  not  possible 
to  take  remedial  action  in  many  cases  of  overcrowding  and  unfit 
houses  owing  to  the  serious  lack  of  accommodation. 

At  the  time  of  compilation  of  the  report  all  the  statistics  had 
not  been  received,  so  Dr.  J.  A.  Tomb,  who  took  over  the  duties  of 
M.O.H.  of  Lancaster  on  April  ist,  1950,  will  kindly  present  the  report 
on  completion. 

I  would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
co-operation  given  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  and  also  of  the  loyal  assistance  given  to  me  by 
the  staff  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  the  department  in  my  last  year’s 
work  for  the  Corporation  before  leaving  to  take  up  duties  as  M.O.H. 
of  Mitcham. 

I  am, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  R.  GRAHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  Acres) 

.  ... 

. 

.  5>°36 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate),  Mid-year  1949  ...  51,120 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  13, 384 

Rateable  Value 

•  ... 

«  *  «  • 

. £319.151 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

. 

.  £1.285 

Per  1,000  estimated 

population. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

BIRTH 

RATE  .. 

l6’2 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  ... 

408 

419 

Legitimate 

392 

403 

Illegitimate  ... 

16 

16 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  ... 

II 

9 

Legitimate 

IO 

9 

Illegitimate  ... 

I 

0 

Per  1,000  total 
(live  &  still  births). 

STILL 

BIRTH  RATE 

24 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 

UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

OF  AGE. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  ... 

19 

13 

Legitimate 

14 

12 

Illegitimate  ... 

5 

I 

Per  1,000  live  births. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  ...  39 

Per  1,000  estimated 
population. 


DEATHS.  CRUDE  DEATH 

RATE 

117 

Males  ...  ...  ...  309 
Females  ...  ...  289 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(1)  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

1 

(livo  and  still)  births. 

i*i8 

(2)  Other  maternal  causes 

0 

o 

DEATHS  FROM— 

Cancer 

...  99 

Measles 

...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

...  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

...  0 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

...  14 

Other  forms 

1 

...5... 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 
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Previous  year  ...I  — o'8  +o'8  — o'io  +  o’oi  —  i*i2  —1*09  +12 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1949. 


CAUSES. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

I. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevers 

O 

O 

O 

2. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

O 

2 

3- 

Scarlet  Fever 

O 

I 

I 

4- 

Whooping  Cough 

O 

O 

O 

5- 

Diphtheria 

O 

O 

O 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

1 1 

3 

H 

7- 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

O 

1 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

I 

0 

1 

9- 

Influenza 

O 

5 

5 

IO. 

Measles 

O 

0 

0 

ii. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis. 

O 

2 

2 

I  2. 

Acute  infectious  Encephalitis 

O 

0 

0 

13- 

Cancer  of  Buc :  cav  :  &  oesoph  :  (M)  uterus  (F) 

3 

7 

10 

H* 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

9 

4 

*3 

J5- 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 

11 

1 1 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

39 

26 

65 

17- 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

6 

18. 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

22 

37 

59 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

105 

104 

209 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

H 

16 

30 

21. 

Bronchitis 

9 

7 

16 

22. 

Pneumonia 

9 

3 

12 

23- 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

2 

6 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 1 

0 

1 1 

25- 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0 

0 

0 

26. 

Appendicitis 

3 

1 

4 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

6 

9 

US 

28. 

Nephritis 

7 

9 

16 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

0 

1 

1 

30- 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

31- 

Premature  birth 

7 

4 

11 

32. 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 
infantile  diseases : 

7 

8 

!5 

33- 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

34- 

Road  traffic  accidents 

4 

0 

4 

35- 

Other  violent  causes 

8 

4 

12 

36- 

All  other  causes 

24 

J9 

43 

Total  Deaths  from  all  Causes 

3°9 

289 

598 

...T 


DEATHS  BV  WARDS  in  1949 


Total. 
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DEATHS  IN  HOSPITALS  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 


Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Bay  View  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Lancaster  Moor  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Lancaster  Pulmonary  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lancaster  and  District  Isolation  Hospital...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Nazareth  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Royal  Albert  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Westhaven  Nursing  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hospitals,  etc.,  outside  the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  year  was  notable  for  the  large  number  of  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis). 

Of  the  2  fatal  cases  one  occurred  in  a  married  woman  of  29 
near  the  end  of  pregnancy.  The  baby  did  not  live  either.  The  other 
fatal  case  was  a  single  girl  of  21. 

There  were  2  severe  cases  of  paralysis  affecting  arms  and  legs. 
The  6  slight  cases  left  some  weakness  in  the  limbs,  usually  only  one 
being  affected. 

The  9  non-paralytic  cases  were  diagnosed  because  of  the 
presence  of  signs  of  cerebral  irritation  during  the  period  of  the 
epidemic,  although  if  they  had  occurred  at  a  different  time  the 
possibility  is  that  the  diagnosis  of  poliomyelitis  would  not  have  been 
made. 


The  cases  of  measles  increased  from  107  last  year  to  252,  but 
were  again  of  a  mild  type. 

The  dysentery  cases  occurred  at  mental  hospitals,  where  cases 
keep  recurring  in  spite  of  precautions  taken.  There  were  21  at  one 
mental  institution  and  4  at  the  other.  One  case  occurred  outside  of 
hospital. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  tables  show  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  over 
the  past  ten  years,  with  details  of  the  present  year. 

The  notifications  dropped  from  the  record  high  figure  of  77  for 
1948  to  62,  and  the  deaths  dropped  proportionately  greater  to  the 
figure  of  15,  which  is  the  lowest  for  ten  years. 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory. 

Other  Forms. 

Respiratory. 

Other  Forms. 

1940 

45 

18 

27 

6 

1941 

48 

10 

25 

3 

1942 

35 

1 1 

20 

5 

x943 

43 

IO 

19 

2 

1944 

40 

H 

20 

6 

*945 

46 

13 

17 

10 

1946 

52 

9 

25 

4 

x947 

38 

7 

27 

2 

1948 

66 

1 1 

22 

3 

x949 

52 

10 

14 

1 

No.  of  Cases  on  Register  1.1.49 

Respiratory. 

Other  Forms. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

107 

79 

186 

28 

31 

59 

„  „  „  31.12.49... 

1  I5 

77 

192 

27 

29 

56 

11. 


Notified  cases  and  deaths  in  1949  : — 


Age 

Periods 

CASES  NOTIFIED. 

DEATHS. 

Respi 

ratory 

Other 

Forms 

Respii 

ratory 

Other 

Forms 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

O— I 

1-5 

— 

I 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

5-IO 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

IO-15 

2 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

I 

4 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

4 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

25“35 

4 

3 

— 

— 

2 

I 

— 

— 

35-45 

7 

2 

— 

I 

I 

— =• 

— 

— 

45-55 

6 

2 

- — 

I 

3 

I 

— 

— 

55-65 

4 

2 

— 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

Over  65 

4 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

18 

3 

7 

1 1 

3 

O 

I 

52 

10 

14 

I 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  is  not  now  recorded  by 
this  department  as  the  service  was  transferred  to  the  County  Council 
in  July,  1948. 


STEPS  TO  COMBAT  INFESTATION. 

0#ly  one  special  cleansing  clinic  is  now  operating  and  is  at 
Thurnham  House.  This  is  administered  by  No.  2  Divisional  Health 
Committee. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  and  Home  Helps  are 
now  administered  by  No.  2  Divisional  Health  Committee, 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  (Whole  year). 


No.  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

year  of  age 

,  .  .  ... 

32 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

... 

... 

39 

Infant  Deaths  by  Wards  :  — 

Ward. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Castle  ... 

2 

2 

4 

John  o’Gaunt... 

O 

I 

I 

Park  ... 

2 

O 

2 

Queen’s 

•  5 

I 

6 

St.  Anne’s 

1 

2 

3 

Scotforth 

2 

O 

2 

Skerton  East  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Skerton  West... 

•  5 

5 

10 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF 

INFANTS  UNDER 

ONE  YEAR 

OF 

AGE. 


CAUSE. 

j  Under  one  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

1-3  months. 

3-6  months. 

6-9  months. 

9-12  months. 

Total. 

Convulsions 

I 

I 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all 
forms)  ... 

I 

I 

I 

3 

_ 

I 

4 

Enteritis  ... 

Gastritis  ... 

Suffocation  (over- 
laying) . 

_ 

I 

1 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

Atelectasis 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

I 

— 

— 

5 

Premature  Birth... 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Other  Causes 

4 

2 

I 

— 

7 

— 

— 

I 

I 

9 

Total  ... 

20 

3 

2 

I 

26 

I 

3 

I 

I 

32 
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PART  II, 


Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  City, 


Annual  Report  of  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


F.  SHAW,  D.P.A.,  M.R.San.I.,  A.M.I.S.E. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
AND  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  AREA. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  this  section  of  the  Medical 
Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  1949,  dealing  with  the  work  of  your 
Sanitary  Officers. 

One  advantage  of  annual  reports  is  that  people  who  have  the 
opportunity  to  read  them,  obtain,  at  least,  a  bird’s  eye  view  of  the 
many  and  varied  duties  which  are  carried  out  systematically  and  very 
often  unobtrusively,  in  order  that  our  present  social  life  might  be 
enriched  and  directed  towards  the  obtainment  of  complete  fullness. 

A  study  of  the  statistics  contained  in  the  report  reveals,  for 
example,  that  your  Committee,  with  your  Sanitary  Officers,  are 
responsible  for  ensuring,  so  far  as  is  reasonably  practicable  under 
circumstances  existing,  that  houses  are  kept  in  repair  or  are  demolished, 
that  certain  facilities  and  conditions  are  provided  and  maintained  in 
factories,  shops,  and  other  workplaces,  that  there  is  no  undue  pollution 
of  the  atmosphere  by  smoke,  etc.,  that  all  food  is  fit  for  consumption 
and  not  adulterated,  and  that  the  premises  and  equipment  used  for  its 
preparation,  storage,  and  sale  are  maintained  in  a  hygienic  condition, 
and  duties  in  respect  to  conditions  in  schools. 

In  short,  the  responsibilities  of  your  Committee  in  respect  to 
the  public  welfare  embrace  most  aspects  of  social  life. 

Although  more  than  four  years  have  passed  since  the  end  of 
hostilities  there  are  still  107  families  in  the  City  living  under 
conditions  deemed  by  law  to  be  overcrowded.  About  500  houses 
which  because  of  excessive  dampness  and  other  serious  defects  are 
grossly  unfit  for  human  habitation  are  still  occupied,  many  of  them  by 
families  containing  young  children  who  will  be  the  citizens  of 
tomorrow. 

At  the  end  of  1947,  your  Committee  adopted  a  very  comprehen¬ 
sive  standard  for  premises  and  equipment  used  for  the  manufacture, 
storage,  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  In  the  two  years  that  have  since 
elapsed  the  standard  has  been  found  to  be  beneficial  to  the  trade  and 
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to  the  public  in  general.  The  pictures  given  in  the  body  of  the  report 
illustrate  the  practical  application  of  the  standard.  In  the  light  of 
this  experience  the  time  is  perhaps  approaching  when  similar  standards 
should  be  drafted  and  put  into  operation  for  the  premises  used  for  the 
preparation  and  sale  of  other  foods.  The  law  on  the  matter  is  drafted 
in  such  broad  terms  as  to  lack  the  necessary  degree  of  precision.  The 
model  byelaws  recently  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  are  no 
exception.  No  food  trader  can  read  them  and  obtain  a  clear  picture 
of  what  is  required  of  him.  The  majority  of  food  traders  ask  for  a 
clear  guide  or  direction  as  to  what  they  must  or  must  not  do.  Much 
benefit  would  be  derived  by  following  the  trend  of  Dominion  legisla¬ 
tion  on  the  matter  and  the  New  York  Sanitary  Code.  These  codes  of 
law  lay  down  fairly  precise  standards  much  of  which  might  be 
embodied  in  future  codes  for  this  City. 

Last  year  I  drew  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  at 
the  Public  Abattoir.  There  is  every  possibility  in  the  very  near  future 
that  the  amount  of  slaughtering  carried  out  there  will  increase.  At 
the  present  time  the  cooling  facilities  are  inadequate  and  there  is  no 
refrigerated  storage  at  all.  The  real  remedy  might  well  be  the  erection 
of  a  new  and  well  equipped  abattoir  to  serve  both  Lancaster  and 
Morecambe.  This  would  result  in  a  saving  in  labour. 

In  spite  of  the  requirement  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
that  every  “  room  ”  in  which  any  food  intended  for  human  consump¬ 
tion,  other  than  milk,  is  prepared  for  sale  or  sold,  or  offered  or  exposed 
for  sale,  or  deposited,  for  sale  or  of  preparation,  for  sale,  must  be 
provided  with  suitable  washing  basins  and  a  sufficient  supply  of  both 
hot  and  cold  water  ;  the  majority  of  the  stalls  used  for  the  sale  of  food 
in  the  market  are  without  even  a  supply  of  cold  water.  To  say  the 
least,  this  is  not  a  good  example  to  food  traders  in  other  premises  who 
are  being  compelled  to  comply  with  the  law. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  loyal  service  given  by  the  staff  of  the 
Department. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDERICK  SHAW, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  AT  END  OF  1949. 

Privy  Middens — No.  of  middens,  i  ;  No.  of  closets  attached  to 
these  middens,  i.  No.  of  pail  closets,  4.  No.  of  dry  ashpits,  6. 
No.  of  movable  ashbins,  14,150.  No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage 
system,  13,379-  No.  of  fresh  water  closets,  17,339.  No.  of  waste 
water  closets,  nil.  Conversions  during  1949,  Nil. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1949. 

No.  of  premises  visited,  11,868.  Defects  or  nuisances — No.  dis¬ 
covered,  1,178;  No.  abated,  1,316.  No.  of  notices  served — Informal, 
808  ;  Statutory,  227.  Legal  proceedings,  Nil. 


TYPES  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 


Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  692 

Rodent  or  insect  pest  infestation  ...  ...  ...  130 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  75 

Food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

Miscellaneous  Public  Health  inspections  ...  ...  1,213 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,093 

Common  lodging  houses  ...  ...  ...  53 

Houses  let-in-lodgings...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Offensive  trade  premises  ...  ...  ...  50 

Butchers’ shops  and  stores  ...  ...  ...  33 

Bakehouses...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

Fish  fryers’  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Food  preparing  premises  ...  ...  ...  33 

Other  food  premises,  general  ...  ...  ...  119 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Dairy  farms...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Markets  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Shops  (Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Theatres,  cinemas,  etc....  ...  ...  ...  17 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  624 

Snack  bars,  soda  fountains,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  4c 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  FOLLOWING 
ACTION  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


Repairs  to  Dwelling  Houses. 


Roofs  repaired  or  stripped  and  renewed 

External  walls  re-built 

External  walls  re-pointed 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Eaves  Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

Chimney  Stacks  re-built 

Yards  and  Passages  pavements  repaired  or 

Ceilings  re-plastered  or  repaired 

Internal  walls  re-plastered  or  repaired 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Doors 
Floors 
Fireplaces 

Cooking  ranges  or  stoves  repaired  or  renew 
Wash  Boilers  repaired  or  renewed 
Sinks  renewed 

Repairs  to  water  supply  systems 
Repairs  to  staircases 
Miscellaneous... 


renewed 


>> 


>> 


>> 


>> 


>) 


ed 


90 

9 

19 

95 

167 

6 

7 

39 
60 

65 

40 

37 

H 

9 

3 

4 

5 
4 

87 


Improvements  in  Registered  Premises . 


Structural  improvements  in  food -preparing  premises  ...  17 

„  „  food  premises,  general  ...  66 

„  „  factories  ...  ...  1 15 

„  „  shops  ...  ...  2 

„  ,,  dairy  farms  ...  ...  8 

„  „  combustion  plants  ...  1 


Drainage ,  Sanitary  Accommodation,  Etc . 


Drains  cleared  from  obstruction...  ...  ...  45 

Public  Sewers  cleared  from  obstruction  ...  ...  18 

Drains  re-laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  •••35 

Sewers  „  „  ...  ...  ...  2 

Soil  pipes,  waste  pipes,  etc.,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  1 1 
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Water  Closets. 


Additional  w.c.’s  provided  in  houses 

„  ,,  „  },  other  premises 

W.C.  compartments  re-built  or  repaired 
W.C.  basins  renewed 
W.C.  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired 

Various. 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ... 

■  o  Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Additional  dustbins  provided 
Dustbins  renewed 
Insanitary  receptacles  replaced  ... 

Issue  of  certificates  of  priority  for  supply  of  building  materials ,  etc. 

During  the  year  95  certificates  of  priority  for  the  supply  of 
timber  were  given  to  building  contractors  and  others,  and  five  letters 
were  sent  in  support  of  applications  for  building  licences  for  the 
execution  of  work  at  food  premises. 

SHOPS  (Shops  Act,  1934,  Section  10). 

Ninty  inspections  of  shops  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
provisions  of  adequate  ventilation,  the  maintenance  of  reasonable 
temperatures  and  the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
accommodation  and  washing  facilities.  It  was  not,  unfortunately, 
found  possible  during  the  year  to  achieve  any  great  improvement  in 
conditions  at  these  premises,  but  additional  washing  facilities  and 
sanitary  accommodation  were  provided  at  five  shops  following 
informal  action  by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

OFFICES. 

Conditions  in  many  of  the  offices,  especially  those  contained  in 
the  older  buildings  of  the  City,  continue  to  be  far  from  ideal,  and 
when  circumstances  permit,  measures  will  have  to  be  taken  to  obtain 
improvements. 


32 

3 

57 
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CAMPING  SITES  (OTHER  THAN  MILITARY). 

No  sites  were  used  for  camping  purposes,  and  consequently  no 
Action  was  necessary  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  year  the  40  factory  chimneys  in  the  City  were  kept 
under  observation  by  the  district  sanitary  inspectors,  and  one  firm 
was  warned  and  given  advice  regarding  possible  improvements  to  its 
plant. 

INSECT  PEST  CONTROL. 

Fifty-two  houses,  24  Council  owned  and  28  others,  were 
disinfested  by  means  of  liquid  insecticides,  and  127  vans  of  furniture 
were  fumigated  with  HCN  during  re-housing  operations.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  the  City  Council  commenced  a  comprehensive 
insect  pest  control  service  and  appointed  a  full-time  pest  officer. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Number  of  premises..^. 

Types  of  offensive  trades  :  — 

Fellmonger  .  ...  ...  1 

Gut  Scrapers  ...  .  2 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealer. . .  ...  1 

Tripe  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  1 

All  the  offensive  trades  in  the  City  were,  generally  speaking, 
carried  on  during  the  year  without  serious  nuisance. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Details  of  the  number  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  of  the  number  and  type  of  contraventions  found  are 
given  in  the  following  tables: — 


INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises. 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Without  mechanical 
power 

46 

5 

— 

Nil. 

With  mechanical  power 

203 

40 

5 

Nil. 

Other  premises 

2 

2 

— 

Nil. 

Total 

25I 

47 

5 

Nil. 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

(S.  1) 

I 

I 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp¬ 
erature  (S.3) 

_ 

- 

_ 

1—  _ 

_____ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

. 

— 

_ 

—  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

-  -  -  - 

■ 

.... 

■ 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S-7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

(6)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

8 

4 

4 

_____ 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

4 

— 

5 

— 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  : — 2, 

Condition  : — Fair,  53  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

There  was  a  heavy  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation, 
due  no  doubt  to  an  influx  of  labour  into  the  City. 

An  urgent  need  exists  for  a  suitable  hostel  to  meet  both  indus¬ 
trial  expansion  and  to  provide  accommodation  for  transport  drivers, 
etc. 

The  presence  of  common  lodging  houses  in  our  present  social 
structure  is  an  anachronism.  Those  in  the  eventide  of  life  who  are 
without  a  home  of  their  own  should  be  provided  with  accommoda¬ 
tion  suitable  to  their  particular  needs,  whilst  the  itinerant  worker 
should  be  catered  for  by  the  provision  of  well  equipped  hostels  under 
the  direct  control  of  the  municipality  or  the  State.  No  matter  how 
poor  the  neighbourhood,  the  presence  in  it  of  a  common  lodging 
house  has  aesthetically  and  socially  a  devaluing  effect. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Number  on  Register  : — 1909. 

The  large  number  of  houses  occupied  by  more  than  one  family 
is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  shortage  of  separately  constructed  dwellings. 
Practically  none  of  them  conform  to  the  bye-laws  standard  for  houses 
let-in-lodgings,  but  to  require  the  execution  of  the  necessary  work 
would  absorb  a  large  amount  of  labour  and  materials  which  otherwise 
would  be  used  in  the  construction  of  new  houses.  The  real  answer  is 
not  the  application  of  the  low  standard  of  the  bye-laws  but  the  con¬ 
version  of  the  larger  type  of  house  into  flats,  and  thus  provide  suit¬ 
able  separately  constructed  dwellings.  During  the  year  the  City 
Council  drew  the  attention  of  owners  to  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1949,  with  regard  to  improvement  grants,  but  the  response  was 
disappointing. 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

Verbal  warnings  were  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the 
removal  of  21  vans.  The  warnings  were  effective  and  no  further 
action  was  necessary. 

UNDERGROUND  SLEEPING  ROOMS. 

So  far  as  present  records  show,  there  is  no  need  for  regulations. 


...23... 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  AND  1928. 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  in  which  rag  Hock  is 

manufactured,  used  or  sold  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

No.  of  Inspections  .  2 

No.  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Both  samples  conformed  to  the  legal  standards. 

ndusswe.  , 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 


Prefabricated  Houses 

Traditional 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Permanent  Houses 

(i.)  By  Local 

Authority  .. 

— 

— 

88  houses 

(94  dwellings) 

(li.)  By  other 

Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

(111.)  By  other 
bodies  or 
persons 

21  houses 
(private  enter¬ 
prise) 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE 


YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  645 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,036 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  636 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,019 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  64 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 


...24 ... 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

THE  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  90 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

(а)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16,  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  :  — 

( 1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

\b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(б)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied . .  ...  43 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(а)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(б)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

( d )  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV.— OVERCROWDING. 

(а)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

(it)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  137 

(tit)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  701 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  relieved 

during  year...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  overcrowding  119 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

1.  GENERAL. 

There  is  a  heavy  demand  for  separately  constructed  dwellings. 
About  1,000  householders  are  sharing  a  house  with  another.  Disrepair 
is  widespread  and  yet  practically  no  improvement  of  existing  houses 
is  taking  place  About  30  per  cent,  of  existing  houses  are  between  60 
and  100  years  old  and  approximately  4  per  cent,  are  ripe  for  demolition. 
In  spite  of  this,  it  has  not,  unfortunately,  been  found  possible  to 
commence  redevelopment  and  replacement  building. 

2.  SUFFICIENCY  OF  SUPPLY  OF  HOUSES. 

(a)  From  the  housing  survey  made  during  1947-48  it  was  estimated 
that  about  3,000  additional  dwellings  would  be  required  by 
the  end  of  1958  in  order  to  meet  the  present  shortage  and 
replace  the  worst  of  the  unfit  houses.  From  the  household 
structure  it  would  appear  that  the  majority  of  the  new  houses 
or  flats  should  be  of  the  two-bedroom  type,  and  that  a  provision 
must  be  made  at  the  other  end  of  the  scale  for  the  small 
proportion  of  very  large  families.  Some  old  people  occupying 
houses  far  too  large  for  their  present  needs  would,  quite 
possibly,  be  willing  to  make  these  available  for  families  if 
they  could  be  provided  with  a  smaller  dwelling  and  security 
of  tenure. 
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Clearly  if  the  present  housing  shortage  is  to  be  dealt  with  in 
the  most  economical  and  satisfying  manner  there  must  be  a 
greater  relationship  between  the  household  structure  and  the 
size  of  houses  that  are  being,  or  are  about  to  be,  built. 

( b )  Particulars  of  any  housing  scheme — 

(i.)  At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  292  council  houses 
and  23  other  houses  were  in  course  of  erection. 

(it.)  Contemplated.  Ridge  Estate  was  purchased  in  1944  for 
housing  purposes.  A  contract  for  the  erection  of  the 
first  houses  on  this  estate  was  placed  towards  the  end  of 
the  year. 

(c)  Actual  or  anticipated  population  changes — 

Immigration  of  population  into  the  town  continued  during 
the  year.  A  large  proportion  of  the  immigrants  were  of 
foreign  extraction,  and  from  a  housing  point  of  view,  they 
raise  certain  difficulties, 

3.  OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  houses  owned  by  the 

local  authority  which  have  been  relieved  during  the  year . 8, 

(b)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  "become  overcrowded  after  the  local  authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil. 
In  one  case  further  sub-letting  after  a  family  had  been 
re-housed  by  the  City  Council  caused  another  case  of 
overcrowding.  The  principal  tenant  pleaded  ignorance.  A 
warning  was  issued. 

(c)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding, 

e  g  ,  causes — 

It  was  found  that  some  overcrowding  was  due  to  either 
ignorance  or  to  forgetfulness,  or  to  complete  disregard  of  the 
law  on  the  matter.  The  City  Council,  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  therefore,  sent  a  circular  letter  to  all  owners  and  occupiers 
of  houses  in  the  City  drawing  their  attention  to  their  respective 
responsibilities  in  the  matter  and  requesting  that  all  cases  of 
overcrowding  should  be  reported  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  before  the  31st  December,  1949. 
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4.  FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 


(a)  Difficulties  found  in  action  under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts — 

Conditions  with  respect  to  available  resources  made  it 
necessary  again  during  1949  to  restrict  the  service  of  notices 
to  works  required  to  abate  serious  nuisances,  and  the  much 
needed  general  repair  of  houses  had  to  be  left  in  abeyance. 

(b)  Number  of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  internal 

water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

(c)  Number  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  water  closet 

or  other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  ...  74 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  IN  SCHOOLS. 

Information  concerning  the  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation, 
washing  and  drinking  facilities,  and  the  arrangements  for  the  serving 
and  consumption  of  meals  in  the  31  schools  situated  within  the  City 
is  given  in  the  following  tables.  The  standards  used  for  measuring 
the  adequacy  or  otherwise  of  the  facilities  provided,  are  those  contained 
in  the  current  Ministry  of  Education  Regulations  applicable  to  new 
schools.  In  view  of  this  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  the  schools 
in  the  City  will  comply  with  the  standards  because  many  of  them  are 
old  and  not  suited  to  the  modern  educational  functions  with  their 
ancillary  services. 

After  making  due  allowance  for  this  factor,  however,  from  a 
perusal  of  the  tables  the  decision  must  be  reached  that  the  arrange¬ 
ments  at  many  of  the  schools  in  the  City  are  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  facilities  for  the  serving  and  taking  of  meals  at  many  of  the 
schools,  for  example,  are  of  the  makeshift  type  and  to  say  the  least  do 
not  appear  to  be  conducive  to  the  teaching  of  hygiene  The  use  of 
the  cloakrooms  for  washing  and  storing  the  crockery  and  utensils  is 
not  a  good  example  to  the  butchers  and  bakers,  etc.,  of  the  future. 


TABLE  I. — Provision  of  Sanitary 
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TABLE  II. — Washing  and  Drinking  Facilities. 

WASHBASINS  -  SCHOLARS  WASHBASINS  —  ST 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  no  drinkihg  fountains  are  provided. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


1.  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938-1944. 
and  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  and  Regulations. 

The  responsibility  for  the  supervision  of  milk  production  passed 
on  the  1st  October,  1949,  from  local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  This  transfer  brought  to  an  end  a  long 
period  during  which  the  administration  of  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
clean  production  of  milk  was  in  the  hands  of  local  authorities  and 
during  which  the  technique  and  methods  used  both  in  the  production 
and  distribution  of  milk  underwent  a  great  change.  It  was,  for 
example,  permissible  up  to  1928  for  dairymen  to  colour  milk  with  the 
intention  of  giving  it  a  creamy  appearance.  It  was  also  up  to  that 
date  a  fairly  common  practice  to  add  preservative  in  order  to  inhibit 
premature  souring  brought  about  through  dirty  production  and 
distribution.  Both  of  these  practices  were  brought  to  an  end  with  the 
passing  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1928. 

Local  authorities  can,  therefore,  generally  speaking,  look  back  on 
their  trusteeship  in  connection  with  the  clean  production  of  milk  with 
some  satisfaction. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  which  also  became 
operative  on  the  1st  October,  1949,  made  certain  changes  in  the  law 
on  the  matter,  but  it  is  rather  too  early  to  form  an  accurate  opinion 
on  their  real  effect.  Whether  the  change  from  local  to  central 
administration  will  benefit  the  community  remains  yet  to  be  seen,  but 
when  the  transfer  took  place,  75  per  cent,  of  the  farms  in  the  City  had 
reached  I'.T.  standard  so  that  the  spade  work  had  already  been  done 
by  the  City  Council. 

MILK  (Special  Designations)  ORDFRS,  1936  to  1946. 

Number  of  Dealer’s  Licences  (including  supplementary  licences) 
issued  by  the  local  authority  during  1949,  in  respect  of  :  — 

“Tuberculin  bested”  Milk  — 

(/.)  Bottling,  Nil.  («.)  Distribution,  35. 

“  Accredited  ”  Milk  :  — 

(*.)  Bottling,  Nil.  (it.)  Distribution,  Nil 


29 


Number  of  Licences  issued  in  respect  of  *‘Pasteured  ”  Milk  : — 

(i.)  Pasteurising  Plants,  Nil.  (ii.)  Retail  Distributors,  6. 

No  licences  were  revoked  or  refused  during  the  year. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Dairies  are  visited  about  once  a  month  and  dairy  farms  were 
visited  up  to  the  30th  September,  1949,  about  quarterly. 

No  structural  alterations  or  major  improvements  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

FARMS. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms,  15.  Approximate  number  of  cows,  500. 
Number  of  cowkeepers  (including  dairy  farms),  15. 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year,  39. 

DAIRYMEN  OR  MILK  PURVEYORS. 

Number  of  dairymen  or  milk  purveyors  (other  than  cow- 
keepers),  113. 

Action  taken  by  local  authority  as  to  : — 

(1.)  Tuberculous  Milk. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  biological  test...  133. 
Result — Positive  ...  1  Negative  ...1^2. 

(ii.)  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

All  non-designated  raw  milk  is  subjected  to  methy¬ 
lene  blue  and  coliform  bacillus  tests  as  prescribed  for 
accredited  standard.  Special  designated  milks  as  per 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1936-46. 
Number  of  samples,  152.  Number  satisfactory,  120. 
Number  unsatisfactory,  32. 

SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND 
BIOLOGICAL  TESTS. 

Table  1.  METHYLENE  BLUE  AND  B.  COLL 


No.  of 

Nondescript 

Tuberculin 

Pasteurised 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Samples  Taken. 

Raw  Milk. 

Tested  Milk. 

Milk. 

(Pasteurised). 

Total  No.  taken 

95  •• 

.  28  .. 

•  23 

6 

No.  satisfactory 

77 

.  15  .. 

23 

...  6 

No.  unsatisfactory 

18 

.  13  .. 

— 

— 

Per.  cent  „ 

...  18*95%  .. 

•  4-6’43%  •• 

— 

— 

30 

Table  2. 

PHOSPHATASE  TEST. 

Tuberculin 

No.  of 

Nondescript  Tuberculin  Pasteurised 

Tested 

Samples  Taken. 

Raw  Milk.  Tested  Milk  Milk. 

(Pasteurised) 

Total  No.  taken 

—  ...  —  ...  23 

6 

No.  satisfactory 

—  ...  —  ...  22 

6 

No.  unsatisfactory 

—  ...  —  ...  I 

— 

Per  cent.  ,, 

—  —  •••  4'35°/° 

— 

The  results  of  the  tests  made  during  1949  indicate  a  further 
improvement  in  the  keeping  quality  of  Nondescript  Raw  Milk  and 
Pasteurised  Milk.  This  is  particularly  so  in  the  case  of  Pasteurised 
Milk,  all  the  samples  of  which  taken  during  1949  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  Unfortunately  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  increased  from  2  (7' 15%)  in  1948  to  13  (46.43%) 
in  1949.  The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  of  Nondescript 
Raw  Milk  and  Pasteurised  Milk  in  1948  were  24  35  percent.,  and  833 
per  cent.,  respectively. 

Table  3.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Total  No.  taken  ...  79  ...  26  ...  23  ...  — 

No.  negative  ...  78  26  ...  23  ...  — 

No.  positive  ...  1  ...  —  ...  —  — 

Per  cent,  positive  ...  i'26%  ...  —  —  — 

It  will  be  seen  that  only  one  sample  out  of  128  was  found  to 
contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

2.  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  meat  inspection  carried  out 
by  your  Sanitary  Officers  during  the  year  at  the  abattoir. 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  abattoir  :  — 


Cattle  ... 

Calves  ... 

Sheep 

Pigs  . 

Amount  of  meat  condemned  :  — 

3>4°9 

3092 

12,040 

1,786 

(a)  For  tuberculosis  : 

Tons.  Cwts. 

QIS- 

Lbs 

Cattle 

41  4 

0 

27 

Calves 

—  2 

3 

22 

Sheep 

—  — 

— 

Pigs . 

—  16 

0 

1 1 

42  3  1  4 

31 


(6)  For  other  conditions  : 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs' 

Lbs. 

Cattle 

32 

O 

3 

19 

Calves 

2 

IO 

1 

7 

Sheep 

2 

19 

3 

4 

Pigs . 

I 

4 

2 

*5 

38 

2 

17 

Particulars  of  foodstuffs  condemned  during  1949  : — 

159  visits  were  made  to  food  shops  and  stores,  and  the  following 
amounts  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 


Tins. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs- 

Lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

300 

O 

6 

2 

15 

„  Milk 

830 

O 

9 

3 

4 

,,  Fish 

204 

O 

1 

1 

21 

„  Fruit 

237 

O 

5 

1 

5 

,,  Vegetables 

8lO 

0 

12 

2 

J9 

,,  Miscellaneous 

152 

0 

1 

3 

*5 

2,333 

I 

i7 

2 

23 

CONDEMNED  FOODSTUFFS. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs- 

Bacon 

() 

2 

I 

17 

Butter 

O 

O 

I 

7i 

Cereals  ... 

O 

O 

I 

6 

Cheese 

O 

O 

I 

14 

Cornflour... 

0 

O 

2 

H 

Eggs  (Dried) 

O 

O 

O 

13 

Fish,  Fresh 

•  •  • 

O 

5 

3 

24  \ 

„  Cured 

O 

3 

1 

H 

„  Cakes 

O 

0 

0 

9 

Fruit,  Fresh 

O 

4 

2 

H 

„  Preserved  ... 

O 

0 

2 

0 

„  Dried 

O 

2 

4 

0 

Honey 

O 

0 

0 

ok 

Meat,  Fresh 

O 

2 

0 

1 1 

„  Cooked 

O 

0 

2 

2 

Pickles  ... 

O 

0 

0 

5 

Sauce 

O 

0 

0 

7 

Sausage  ... 

O 

0 

1 

0 

Suet 

. . . 

O 

0 

0 

6 

I 

4 

0 

Hi 

Eggs,  291. 

Legal  Proceedings,  Nil. 
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3.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 


During  the  year  the  following  number  of  inspections  were  made 
of  the  various  food  premises  :  — 


Bakehouses 

•  ••  106 

Butchers  shops, 

.  •••  33 

Meat  stores,  Abattoir,  etc. 

...  624 

Fish  fryers 

.  •••  105 

Restaurant  kitchens,  etc. 

- . 75 

Ice  Cream  premises  ... 

. 303 

Market  Stalls... 

. 66 

Other  food  premises  ... 

. 152 

Dairies 

. 88 

Snack  Bars,  etc. 

. 45 

Almost  three  years  have 

passed  since  your  Committee  first 

approved  the  very  stringent  and  comprehensive  standard  for  premises 
and  equipment  used  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage,  and  Sale  of  Ice 
Cream. 

During  the  period  the  number  of  premises  used  for  the  Manufac¬ 
ture  of  Ice  Cream  has  been  reduced  from  36  to  four.  Instead  of, 
therefore,  this  food  being  manufactured  in  all  sorts  of  rooms  from 
cellars  to  sculleries  in  private  dwelling-houses  as  was  the  case  prior  to 
1947,  it  is  now,  so  far  as  this  City  is  concerned,  only  manufactured  in 
premises  specially  designed  and  built  or  adapted  for  the  purpose.  The 
pictures  on  the  next  two  pages  illustrate  the  application  of  your 
standard  in  practice. 

So  far  as  the  other  types  of  food  premises  are  concerned,  very  much 
remains  to  be  done  in  order  to  raise  the  standard  both  of  the  buildings 
and  equipment.  Unfortunately  the  economic  state  of  the  country 
prevented  during  the  year  the  carrying  out  of  many  desired  improve¬ 
ments.  Although  83  improvements  were  made  at  the  premises,  your 
Sanitary  Officers  had  mainly  to  concentrate  on  raising  the  standard  of 
cleanliness. 

The  standard  for  ice  cream  premises  has,  in  practice,  been  found 
to  be  high  but  not  unreasonable,  and  in  the  light  of  this  experience, 
the  question  arises  whether  similar  standards  should  be  drafted  for  all 
food  premises. 
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SAMPLING  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

The  following  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted  for  analysis  : 

Deficient. 

No.  of  poor  Legal  proceedings 

quality  (not  not  considered 

adulterated). 

45 


MILK. 

No.  of  Samples 
taken. 


warranted. 


Obviously 

Adulterated 


Formal 

Informal 


74 

105 


15 


Average  for  the  year 
Legal  minimum  standard... 


Milk  Fat. 
3*  1 6  % 
3*°o% 


Non-fatty  solids. 

8'67% 

8' 50% 


Water. 

88'17% 

88-50% 


AVERAGE  DAILY  CONSUMPTION  OF  MILK. 


Description. 

Non-designated  raw  milk 
Pasteurised  milk  ... 
Tuberculin-tested  milk 
T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk 


Daily  Consumption 
in  Gallons. 

I5II 

1321 

965 

250 


Per  Centum 
of  Whole. 

37'34% 

32'63% 

23'85% 

6'i6°/o 


Total  ...  4047  ...  100*00% 

bacteriological  examination  of  ice  cream. 


No.  of  Samples 
taken. 

Methelene  Blue 
Decolourisation  Test. 

B.  Coli. 

Ministry  of  Health 
Provisional  Grades. 

Satisfac¬ 

tory. 

Unsatisfac¬ 

tory. 

Absent. 

Satisfac¬ 

tory. 

Present. 

Unsatisfac¬ 

tory. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

54 

36 

18 

52 

2 

24 

12 

8 

10 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  ICE  CREAM. 
From  manufacturers  inside  the  City  :  — 


No.  of  Samples 
taken. 

Fat  Content. 

Under  2‘5(/o 

2’5% — 5% 

5>— 7'5> 

7*5% — 10% 

Over  10ft 

9 

1 

5 

2 

1 

— 

From  manufacturers  outside  the  City  :  — 


No.  of  Samples 
taken. 

Fat  Content. 

Under  2'5ft 

2-5T-  5'ft 

5  ft— T5ft 

7-5°/0 — 10% 

Over  10ft 

11 

— 

1 

1 

5 

4 

..  4 


'  : 


■ 


■Sip  m 

:-N 


Sterilising*  Room  and  Equipment  at  Astin's  Quay  Meadow  Dairy,  Lancaster. 
(Premises  designed  and  built  in  accordance  with  City  of  Lancaster's  Standard  for  Ice  Cream  Premises). 
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Pasteurising-  Room  and  Equipment  at  Astin’s  Quay  Meadow  Dairy,  Lancaster. 
(Premises  designed  and  built  in  accordance  with  City  of  Lancaster's  Standard  for  Ice  Cream  Premises). 


ANALYSIS  OF  OTHER  FOODS  AND  DRUGS. 


Samples  of  the  following  foods  were  submitted  for  analysis  during 
the  vear  :  — 

J 

No.  of  samples  Not 

Food  or  Drug.  taken.  genuine  Remarks. 

Aniseed  Rock  i  — 


Aspirin 

1 

— 

Beer,  Mild  ... 

1 

— 

Brandy 

1 

— 

Butter  . 

1 

— 

Cake,  Cherry  Genoa  Slab 

1 

— 

,,  Currant  Squares  ... 

1 

— 

Chewing  Gum 

i 

— 

Cocoa 

1 

— 

Coffee 

1 

— 

Fat,  Sweetened 

1 

— 

„  „  Cooking 

1 

— 

,,  Compound  ,, 

3 

— 

Gelatine 

1 

— 

Gin  ... 

1 

— 

Margarine  ... 

1 

— 

Milk  Powder,  Dutch 

1 

— 

Olive  Oil  ... 

1 

— 

Pepper 

2 

— 

Rum 

2 

— 

Saccharin  .. 

1 

— 

Sago . 

1 

— 

Sauce,  Mint 

1 

— 

Sausage 

1* 

— 

Scones 

1 

— 

Sweets 

2 

— _ 

Tongue,  Paste 

1 

— 

Whisky 

2 

— 

Wine,  Port 

1 

3.3 

*  Contained  64  p.p.m.  Sulphur  Dioxide.  Notice  exhibited  in  shop 
stating  sausage  contained  preservative.  No  further  action  required. 


35... 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


(а)  No  alterations  in  the  source  of  supply  of  water  were  made 
during  the  year.  The  water,  which  is  partly  moorland  surface  water 
from  the  Council’s  own  catchment  area,  and  partly  from  Manchester’s 
Thirlmere  supply,  is  subjected  tomechanical  filtration  and  chlorination. 

(б)  13,357  dwelling  houses  have  an  internal  piped  supply  ;  15  have 
an  individual  piped  supply  which  is  situated  in  buildings  at  the  rear 
of  the  houses  ;  one  block  of  seven  houses  and  another  block  of  three 
houses  rely  on  a  common  standpipe  for  each  block.  One  house  is 
supplied  by  a  spring,  one  from  a  stream,  and  one  is  reliant  on  rain 
water.  These  latter  houses  are  situated  in  the  rural  part  of  the  area, 
and  it  has  not  been  reasonably  practicable  to  provide  a  piped  supply. 

SAMPLING  OF  TAP  WATER. 

(c)  Nine  samples  of  tap  water  from  houses  were  submitted  for 
analysis  and  twenty-one  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  reports, 
abstracts  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  tables,  indicate  that  the 
supply  was  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF 

TAP  WATER  REPORTS. 


Aerobic  micro-organisms 

Probable  No. 

growing  in  yeastral  agar 

of  coliform 

Ward 

Date. 

organisms  per  sample 

in  2  days 

100  c.c.  of 

taken. 

at  37°C. 

water. 

0/1/49 

13 

Nil. 

J.  o’Gaunt. 

do. 

2 

Nil. 

Scotforth 

do. 

3T5 

Nil. 

Park 

24/3/49 

2 

Nil. 

J.  o’Gaunt 

do. 

3 

Nil. 

Skerton  W 

do 

1 

Nil, 

do. 

27/4/49 

3 

Nil. 

Scotforth 

do. 

1 

Nil. 

do. 

do. 

1 

Nil. 

Park 

17/6/49 

10 

Nil. 

Scotforth 

do. 

7 

Nil. 

Skerton  W 

do. 

12 

Nil. 

do. 

12/7/49 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Scotforth 

do. 

3 

3 

J,  o’Gaunt 

do. 

2 

Nil. 

Park 

27/9/49 

4 

Nil. 

Scotforth 

do. 

3 

Nil. 

Skerton  W 

do. 

5 

Nil, 

do. 

4/10/49 

6 

Nil. 

Scotforth 

do. 

2 

Nil. 

J.  o’Gaunt 

do 

1 

Nil. 

Park 

Remarks. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  SWIMMING  BATH 
WATER. 


Ten  samples  of  Swimming  Bath  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  extracts  from  the  reports  are  given 
below  : — 


Aerobic  micro-organisms 

Probable  No.  Bath  from 

growing  in  yeastral  agar 

of  coliform 

which 

Date. 

organisms  per  sample  Remarks. 

in  2  days 

100  c.c.  of 

was 

at  37°C. 

water. 

taken 

28/4/49 

H 

Nil. 

Corp.  Minor 

Plunge. 

do 

28 

Nil. 

Corp.  Major 

Plunge. 

1 5/6/49 

22 

Nil. 

Corp.  Minor 

Plunge. 

do. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Corp,  Major 

Plunge, 

do 

3 

Nil. 

Lancaster 

R.G.  School. 

12/7/49 

3 

I 

do. 

do. 

3 

Nil. 

Corp,  Major 

Plunge. 

do 

29 

5 

Corp.  Minor 

Plunge 

27/9/49 

4 

Nil, 

do. 

do. 

10 

Nil. 

Corp.  Major 

Plunge. 

PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT.— CINEMAS. 

Seventeen  inspections  of  cinemas  were  made  during  the  year 
and  all  six  premises  were,  generally  speaking,  maintained  in  a  clean 
condition. 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  at  one  cinema, 
but  improvements  to  the  ventilating  system  were  held  up  because  of 
non-delivery  of  plant. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION) 
ACT,  1919. 

Details  of  the  premises  visited,  number  found  to  be  infested,  and 
estimated  kill  of  both  rats  and  mice  are  given  in  the  following 
tables  : — 

INSPECTIONS. 


Complaints 

received 

and 

investigated. 

Infestations 
found  as  a 
result  of 
complaints. 

Routine 

Inspections 

Infestations 
found  as  a  result 
of  routine 
inspections. 

No.  of 

re-inspections 

and 

re-visits. 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

and 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

and 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

94 

44 

3 

45 

41 

- — 

H° 

H 

20 

2019 

TREATMENT  OF  INFESTED  PREMISES. 


No.  of  traps 
set. 

Pre-baits 

laid. 

Post-baits 

laid. 

Poison  baits 
laid. 

Test  baits 
laid. 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

IO 

113 

4859 

7604 

83 

255 

II40 

4361 

7 

— 

Estimated  kill. 

Bodies  recovered. 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

1618 

5H7 

30 

1 17 

PREMISES  CLEARED,  ETC. 


Premises  cleared 

Premises  cleared 

No.  of  drains 

Drams  found  to  be 

of  rats. 

of  mice. 

tested. 

defective. 

37 

36 

47 

22 
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DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES,  Etc, 

Information  concerning  the  disinfection  and  disinfestation  of 
premises  and  articles  carried  out  during  the  year  is  given  in  the 
following  tables  :  — 

DISINFECTION  (Premises). 


Premises  Disinfected. 

Single  Rooms  Disinfected. 

No.  of  Whole 
Houses. 

No.  of 
Ships. 

No.  of  other 
Premises. 

In 

Houses. 

In 

Ships. 

In  other 
Premises. 

75 

Nil. 

2 

92 

Nil. 

Nil. 

DISINFECTION  (Books  and  other  Articles). 


Books  Disinfected. 

Other  Articles. 

Articles  Destroyed. 

Public  Library. 

Private  Library. 

Books. 

Other  Articles 

J56 

26 

Nil. 

Nil. 

17 

DISINFESTATION. 


Premises. 

 .  -  . - 

Single  Rooms. 

Articles. 

Articles 

destroyed. 

Corporation  Houses 

4 

20 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  Houses 

3 

O 

Nil. 

1 

Ships 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  Premises 

3 

5 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Totals 

10 

42 

Nil. 

1 

41 


PART  III 


% 

PORT  HEALTH 


POST  HEA1TH  AUTHORITY. 

There  were  no  notifications  of  infectious  disease  on  board  ship, 

In  four  instances  it  was  necessary  to  give  verbal  warnings  for 
minor  contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  Port 
Health  Regulations,  but,  generally  speaking,  all  ships  inspected  were 
found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Number  of  Inspections  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health  8 
Number  of  Inspections  by  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  16 
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